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Key Dates For Spring 
Term 2020: 

Christmas Newsletter 
December 2019 Issue 7 

A message from Mr Lord…. 
At this time of the year, I am particularly conscious of 
the darkness and the chill of Winter. As we see in the 
news all too frequently, life is all too fragile in many 
parts of the world. It is hard for many people to 
believe that this is a time of promise and hope. 
Advent however reminds us that God comes to be 
with us. Every time the students and staff of this 
school community work together whether in the 
learning that goes on in our classrooms every day, 
the preparation for our Advent services and our 
Christmas concert or through the extensive charity 
raising events that so many students contribute to, I 
know that this promise continues to be real through 
them. As we come to the end of another busy term, I 
am, as ever, in awe of the talents, energy and 
generosity of our school community and this edition 
of our newsletter highlights just a small part of this. I 
hope you enjoy it.   

On behalf of the staff and governors, I thank you for 
your continued support of the school and we offer our 
very best wishes for you and your families for a 
happy and holy Christmas and a prosperous new 
year.                   Stephen Lord, Headteacher 
 

 
 

 
 

Follow us on Twitter @starchsch 

06/01/20  Start of Spring Term 

13/01/20-17/01/20 Ski Trip & Year 10 
Work Experience 

13/01/20-15/01/20 Llangrannog Yr 7 

15/01/20 CERN Parent Talk 5.30pm 

16/01/20 Year 12 Consultation 
Evening 

05/02/20 Parent Council Meeting 

17/02/20-21/02/20 Half Term 

17/02/20-19/02/20 CERN Trip 

24/02/20 Inset Day 

12/03/20 Year 9 Options Evening 

19/03/20 Year 9 Consultation Evening 

01/04/20 Parent Council Meeting 

02/04/20 Year 10 Exam Information 
Evening 

03/04/20 Inset Day 

06/04/20-17/04/20 Easter Holidays 

We are thrilled to have been 
nominated as a South Wales 
Argus Finalist in the 
Secondary School of the Year 
category in the upcoming 
School & Education Awards 
2020. 
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 Year of the Word 

‘Sunday 1st December 2019 will go down in history as a significant 
date for the Catholic Church in England and Wales. Not only did the 
day serve as the start of a new Liturgical Year with the start of the 
Advent Season, it also signified the start of an initiative to connect 
more deeply with the Scriptures.  

The Scriptures are at the centre of our Faith as Christians. Our 
whole way of life takes root from what is contained within the word; 
our prayer and worship is formed by the word. When we think of Christianity we automatically think of 
the Bible, as such Christianity is often referred to as a ‘religion of the book’. As Catholics we reject this 
notion as the ‘word’ is far more than what is contained in the pages of Sacred Scripture. 

The ‘Word’ (of God) is ‘alive and active’ (Heb 4:12). The Word of God lives and speaks in our time. For 
the ‘Word’ became flesh that first Christmas and lived among us (cf. jn 1:14) in the person of Jesus 
Christ. As such, the theme given by the Catholic Bishop is The God who speaks. 

This ‘Year of the Word’ marked its opening within the Diocese of Cardiff with a special celebration of 
Evening Prayer and Benediction at Cardiff Cathedral. Clergy and faithful from various parts of the 
Diocese gathered to sing God’s praises and reflect upon the word of God in the singing of the Psalms. 
The singing was beautifully led by a special choir formed of pupils from St. Alban’s RC High School, 
Pontypool. The pupils also took part in the various ministries that enabled the celebration to be deeply 
prayerful, joyous occasion. 

In the homily, Archbishop George Stack reflected upon the world of instant gratification as opposed 
patience and longing waiting with expectant hope. The ‘Word’ who from the very beginnings of time 
has prompted and guided the material realm invites us to with the joyful hope for his return at the end 
of time, when all things will be complete in him. It is through meditating upon the Word of God as 
contained in the Scriptures that we can find our true and lasting happiness and our help for this life. A 
formal procession of the Scriptures started and by visiting the points of the compass, we were 
reminded that the Word became flesh for one purpose only—to draw all things to himself. The 
celebration concluded with the exposition ofChrist present to us in the Blessed Sacrament and 
Benediction. 

A huge debt  of thanks must go to Mr. Stephen Lord, Fr. David Hayman and the pupils of St. Alban’s 
RC High School for leading us so splendidly in our celebration. You were truly outstanding and a credit 
to your school’. 

Article taken from the Archdiocese website. 
For more info on Year of the Word please 
visit https://rcadc.org/yow-launch/ 
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We are pleased to have been able to support the Torfaen Santa 
Appeal again this year and provide gifts and sweets for children 
and young people in the borough who are living in care. We 
provided a large number of presents earlier this month which 
were donated by staff at St Alban’s. 

We have also managed 
to produce 52 hampers 
this Christmas 
throughout the school, 
well done to Mr James 
for organising and a big 
thank you to all parents, 
pupils and staff who 
donated, it is very much 
appreciated.   

We hope that the 
hampers are well 
received, as they have 
been in the past.  

The PTA Christmas Raffle Winners are below (and pictured above with their lovely prizes).  

The money raised will continue to support PTA projects and activities for the pupils. 

PRIZES: 

1 Christmas Food Hamper - WINNER ELERI JEFFERY 7L 

2 Christmas Cheese & Wine Hamper - WINNER IOAN PARRY 9D 

3 Christmas Chocolate & Sweet Hamper - WINNER CLARE PETERSON , SCHOOL 
RECEPTION 

Well done to our lucky winners! 

The PTA would like to thank you for your continued support and generosity, a huge £450 was 
raised. A meeting will take place in the new term, please keep a look out for the date. 

We wish you a Happy and Holy Christmas, 

Friends of St Alban's PTA 
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Achievements... 
Mock Trials 2019 Update 

St Albans won the 2019 regional round of the  
National Mock Trial competition on Saturday 2nd  
November at Cardiff Crown Court. Although we 
have had some good success with this 
competition, this year our team were very much 
younger than other schools’ and were probably 
the ‘underdogs’. The team worked hard, 
practising after school twice a week and even 
came into school during half term to practice. 
Worthy winners...who have won the right to 
compete in the Final on March 21st 2020 at the 
prestigious Central Criminal Court Old Bailey in 
London. 
 
They are pictured above with 3 of the judges from the competition, one of them is Martha Smith 
Higgins, a past pupil and past participant of the competition. 
 
Team members: Gabe Edwards, Lucy Stokes, Beau Moss, Amelia Johnson, Hannah Yhnell, Bethan 
Davies, Kira Eckley, Anastasia Gwinnett, Daisy Mae Rands, Jake Nash, Jack Rainsford, Lucy 
Barkingside, Sophie Weightman, Hannah Mahoney, Phoebe Dunn. 
 

Fundraising 

Year 10 Welsh Baccalaureate pupils 
raised £944 for Teenage Cancer 
Trust, by running a Christmas Fayre in 
the main school hall on the 11th 
December.  Pupils have been working 
in groups since September on their 
Enterprise and Employability 
Challenge, which makes up 20% of 
their Qualification.  They have been 
developing their entrepreneurial skills 
by completing an audit of their skills, 
brainstorming ideas for their 
Christmas product and conducting 
primary and secondary market 
research. Pupils also raised 
awareness of their business idea by 
setting up social media accounts such 
as Twitter and Instagram.  The 
standard of the products and the 
interaction of the pupils with the public 
was exceptional.  Well done to all 
involved! 
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USA Trip 

 

 

 

GCSE and A Level 
History students had a 
wonderful week in 
October visiting 
important sites in New 
York, Philadelphia and 
Washington. 

Students, studying the 
USA Nation of Contrasts 
1910-29 unit, found 
visits to Ellis Island 
Museum, Wall Street, 
Brooklyn and the 
Rockefeller Centre particularly insightful.  

We also had an amazing visit to Philadelphia where the more ‘athletic’ 
members of the trip conquered the Rocky steps at the Philadelphia 
Modern Art Gallery.  Crime and Punishment students, in Year 11, found 
the visit to the Eastern State Penitentiary enlightening for their course this 
year. It gave them the opportunity to look at the structure of the prison and 
consider the ‘Separate’ and ‘Silent’ systems in an historic site. They also 
looked at the luxury of Al Capone’s cell. 

Washington was action packed as the Trump impeachment hearings were 
taking place in the Capitol building. We also had an amazing visit to the 
National African American Museum and National Archives. 

There was also plenty of entertainment opportunity with the Broadway 
Show ‘Mean Girls’ and food galore! 

 

Huge congratulations 
to Sian Phillips (far 
right, pic below) who 
won the Young 
leaders award at the 

Torfaen Leisure 
Trust sporting 
heroes awards in 

December. Amazing 
achievement! 

It was amazing to have our friends from Sight Cymru 
in on Friday 13th December. We had a Christmas 
jumper day to support the great work they do. We 
hope to be able to support them more going forward. 
Special mention to Emily Taylor (Yr 13) who 
volunteers at Sight Cymru and was the driving force 
behind the fundraising.  
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Congratulations to Amy Knott in Year 12 for 
winning the Torfaen Strive for 95% campaign 
2018/19.  

Torfaen council’s education service ‘Strive for 95!’ 
campaign aims to improve pupil attendance in all 
Torfaen schools.  

Every pupil who achieves 95% attendance or 
higher during each school term is entered into a 
prize draw at the end of the school year for a 
chance to win £50 of high street vouchers. 

1% absence is roughly equivalent to 2 days, so a 
pupil achieving 90% attendance is still missing 20 
days or 4 weeks of the school year. 

Torfaen’s Executive Member for Education, Cllr 
David Yeowell said:  

"Raising educational attainment is a priority for the 
council and we are committed to ensuring pupils 
have the best chance of success in schools. Time 
in school and the classroom is vital to achieving 
high grades and young people achieving their 
goals. Poor attendance has a detrimental effect 
on a pupil’s achievement and life chances.” 

Attendance % Grade 

95-100 C1 

90-94.9 C2 

85-89.9 D1 

Below 85 D2 

Attendance V Performance analysis for 
Year 11 2018/19 shown on the right.  As 
you can see the table shows a big drop 
in performance when pupils drop below 
90% attendance.   

It is vital that all pupils at our school attend at 
least 97% of the time. Missing lessons makes 
their work more difficult.  For every day your 
child is absent from school they fall behind 6 
subjects which will have a detrimental effect on 
their grades. 

#Notinmissout 
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We were overwhelmed by the number of outstanding responses to our first KS3 Independent 
Learning Challenges last in the first half term.  Year 7 tackled a BINGO card on the theme of ‘New 
Arrivals’ and Years 8 and 9 completed research on the inspirational Welsh people after whom their 
classes are named.  This was a new foray for us into the exciting opportunities of the New Curriculum 
for Wales, encouraging independence, responsibility and resilience across the curriculum.  Pupils 
were encouraged to think about their studies in terms of Areas of Learning and Experience and bring 
all of their skills together (Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence) in a project, of which many 
were extremely proud.   

Look out for our next I.L. Challenges after Christmas (to be announced on School Gateway). 

 

We are excited to report that our Year 7/8 Debate Club has been established 
this year.  Run by our 6th form Debate Team, this club enables us to enter two 
groups for the Rotary Club Youth Speaks competition this year – both a senior 

and a junior team. Come along to B14 at lunchtime on Thursdays if you would like to join in and Have 
Your Say! 

 

Our students have been raising their awareness of how 
they use Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence 
Skills in all of their learning, across all of the curriculum 

and all AoLEs.  We have launched a ‘Skills Focus of the Half Term’, which are displayed on posters, 
screens and explored in lessons across the school.  Pupils have also been taking responsibility for 
evaluating their confidence in these skills, under the guidance of our ICT team, using a purpose-built 
programme called Check online (M. Guzowski).  Look out for Gateway announcements each half 
term to see if you can support the pupils’ development of these competencies at home. 

 
Emma Read (Assistant Headteacher) 

 

Independent Learning Challenge 

Debate Club 

Skills Across the Curriculum 

Image: Our proud Year 7 Independent 
Learning Challenge Winners. Well done 
both! 
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THE BRILLIANT CLUB SCHOLARS PROGRAMME 

Following the successful introduction of the Brilliant Club Scholar’s Programme last year in Key 
Stages 3 & 4, we are proud to be running the scheme again this year with a new group of students. 
We currently have a group of twelve students from years 9 & 10 working with a PhD Tutor from Cardiff 
University on a Forensic Science project. Our welcome visit at Bath University was great and now the 
students are busy completing their project work; we can’t wait to see the final pieces! 

SEREN PRE-16 POSITIVELY MAD WORKSHOP 

As part of the SEREN programme pilot for pre-16 learners, we 
took a group of year 8 students to the Ebbw Fawr Learning 
Community in Ebbw Vale to take part in a Positively Mad 
workshop. They learned helpful skills and techniques for learning 
and revising and got a bit of a workout too! 

 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY OUTREACH DAY 

At the end of November we took a group of Year 8 students to Jesus 
College at the University of Oxford for an enrichment experience. 
We started the day with an Oxford University Myth Busting Session, 
followed by a tour of the city and a mini interactive lecture to finish. 
We even had lunch in the great hall! The students had a great day 
and got inspired to start thinking about their next steps after school. 

 

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY CODING MASTERCLASS 

We took a group of girls to a Coding Masterclass with Cardiff 
University. They explored digital personal assistants, code cracking, 
Microbits and VR Games! We enjoyed the day so much that we are 
now looking at starting a Coding Club in school. 

CARDIFF UNIVERSITY INREACH SESSIONS 

Once again, Jo Emery and her colleagues from Cardiff University are 
providing MAT sessions for some of our Key Stage 3 & 4 students. 
So far we have had Chemistry and Maths events, which have been 
extremely successful, and we have more exciting workshops planned 
for the New Year! 
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Miss Llewellyn would like to congratulate 
the following for their outstanding work in 
Art lessons.  

Well done to Year 7 pupil Tiffany Burgess-
Young, with her fox illustration in the style 
of Ashley Percival to accompany her 
colour wheel painting!  

Ky Anh Nguyen, Year 8, and his highly-
skilled crabapple colouring pencil drawing, 
inspired by modern-day artist Rob Foote.  

And last but not least Jasmine Hayden, in 
Year 9, with her beautiful tonal eye study!  

All work has been featured on Twitter 
@MissCLlew – check them out and give 
them a like!  

 Star Artists 
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Prize Evening 2019 

 

One of our sponsors for Prize Evening was supply agency New Direction’s , Dan McGrath very kindly 
came into present an award on the night . You can read what  New Direction’s had to say about the 
annual event below: 

‘At the end of October 2019, Dan McGrath, 
Senior Account Manager from our Cardiff 
secondary team, was invited to attend an 
awards evening for outstanding 
achievements at St Albans RC High School 
in Pontypool as a key sponsor for the event. 
The awards were for young people in every 
year group in the school, from the youngest 
in year 7 to the eldest in year 13, across all 
subject areas. As one of our valued clients, 
we were delighted to receive an invite to the 
event, and we were honoured to present an 
award to a very deserving young person on 
the night. 

Dan has worked with the school for over 5 years providing them with supply staff when required. He 
chose to sponsor the awards event as it supports our company value of ‘community’ and promotes a 
positive message for young people by recognising them for their successes and achievements. 
Emma Williams, Branch Manager of New Directions Education secondary department, explained “we 
are delighted to support St Albans with this fantastic evening celebrating the successes of their 
students. We are proud to work in partnership with the school and its local community, and we strive 
hard to provide the highest quality of staff for them. We are in our second consecutive year of 
successfully being awarded preferred supplier status to all secondary schools within Torfaen and we 
pride ourselves working alongside them all to ensure that our teachers and staff support the school 
teams and enable the students to achieve their potential.” 

Over 200 people attended the awards event, including proud parents and family members, alongside 
teachers and prominent council officials. The awards evening launched with a musical opening from 
the talented school choir and the Headteacher’s introduction and welcome talk. This was followed by 
an inspirational guest speaker, Jamie McAnsh, who was an ex-soldier and recipient of the Brave 
Britain award. Jamie gave an uplifting talk about the importance of perseverance and he also raised 
some important points about mental health awareness. 

The St Albans RC High School individual awards then got underway for each subject area and each 
year group. Dan was asked to present the notable Mike Twomey Award for Outstanding Pupil 
Contribution to the Community, an accolade that fits perfectly with our company values. This 
wonderful award went to Emily Paige-Baber for charity work that she has completed. Well done 
Emily!’ 

A huge thank you to Dan and New Direction’s for their generosity! 
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Sporting Achievements 

Taekwondo Beth Davies of 10C recently 
competed in a  competition and won 2 Gold 
medals - one in  patterns and one  in sparring. 
Two tough categories so well done to Beth, a 
great achievement! 

Shauna Reed, Year 9, recently 
represented East Wales U15 girls 
team at the Welsh Inter-Regional 
Cross Country Championships, 
they came 3rd place with the top 
8 scorers in the team receiving a 
bronze medal, as shown in 
photo. 

Shauna also came 8th in the 
Welsh Triathlon Tristar Series 
this year for her age group. She 
will now move to Youth and will 
be attending a Performance 
Assessment weekend in April 
2020 to be held at 
Loughborough. Well done 
Shauna, this is fantastic and we 
look forward to hearing more 
about your progress. 

Rugby 

Gwent Dragons u16 – Will Gregory, Luca Natale, 
Matty Taylor, Taran Moa 

Pontypool Schools u15 – Taran Moa, Joe 
Challingsworth, Evan Minto, Jacob Jeremiah, Kyle 
Jones, Riah Jones 

 

Football  

Cardiff City u16 & 18 Academy – Josh Rippon 

Boys Club of Wales – Luca Natale 

Evan Jones Torfaen u14 Football. 

 

Cricket  

Robbie Sandford Gwent U14’s 

 

Netball 

SE Wales u15 -Lucy Batkin 

SE Wales u14 – Ella Maggs, Ellie Jones 

SE Wales u16A & Wales U17 – Catrin Minto 

SE Wales u16 Katie Dawkins 

Archery 

Thea Rogers – Great Britain European and World 
Youth Championships. Junior World record holder 
at 70m. 

Swimming 

Wales Performance Squad – Oscar Newton 

Top 10 Ranked Wales – Evan Sellick 

Charlotte Erasmus – British Open Water 

Athletics 

East Wales Cross Country Team – Aneurin Orme 

SE Wales Athletics – Daniel Grey 200m & Shot 
Put 

James Priest Year 9 won a gold medal in Shot at 
the Welsh Athletics Regional Championships 
yesterday (1/12/19) with a throw of 11.78m. 

Climbing 

Oliver Magor – NICAS Level 2 achiever 

Dance 

Alana Ray Bann - Auditioned to represent Wales 
in June 2020 in Rome in the Dance World Cup 
She has been selected for her song dance solo 
and will be part of 2 group dances. 
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Christmas Mass Times 

St David’s & Our Lady’s Cwmbran 
6pm Christmas Eve St David's  

10.30 am Christmas Day St David’s  

9pm Christmas Eve,Our Lady of the Angels 

9am Christmas Day Our Lady of the Angels 

 

St Alban’s/Sacred Heart & St Felix 

6pm Christmas Eve St Alban’s 

11.45pm Midnight Mass St Alban’s 

9am Christmas Day Sacred Heart & St Felix 

11am Christmas Day St Alban’s 

12pm New Year’s Day St Alban’s 

Following pupils attending the launch of the Year of the Word we received this lovely letter 

from Rev. Daniel J Stanton to thank pupils for leading the liturgy: 

‘I would like to take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely for leading the Archdiocese in 
Solemn Evening Prayer and Benediction to mark the opening of the Year of the Word. The quality 
of the singing, as well as the reverence and respect shown in the Cathedral and with the 
parishioners has been commented on by many people since the celebration. You were true 
ambassadors for St. Alban’s School, showing that your school motto, Be the best you can be, is 
not merely a nice sentiment, but something that you truly aspire to live by. 

There is a very rich tradition of choral singing, and with your contribution to the spiritual life of the 
Archdiocese of Cardiff, you all have become part of this rich tradition. As a very small token of my 
thanks, I have a gift for each of you who participated.  

As the term draws to a close, and the Christmas holidays begin, please be assured of my prayers 
for you and your families.’   

From all at St. Alban’s….. 
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 Friends of PTA 

 

A CHANCE TO WIN £20 OR £30 
EVERY MONTH 

For just £1/month you could be a member of the fundraising 100 

Club and have a chance to win £30 first prize or £20 second 

prize. 

Members are allocated a unique number which is entered in the 

draw each month. You can pay by a monthly standing order of £1 

per month or an annual standing order of £12 per year. You are 

welcome to buy as many unique numbers as you like – the more 

you have the more likely you are to win. 

The Friends of St Alban’s PTA raises money for school and in the 

past funds have been used to purchase equipment for food 

technology, art, music and science, sports items and prizes, and 

How do I join? 

Please complete a 100 Club Application Form 

and hand it in to the school office or email it to 

stalbanspta00@gmail.com Please also 

complete the Standing Order mandate and 

submit with the Application Form; we will pass 

the Standing Order mandate to your bank. If 

you have online banking you can set it up 

online instead – our bank details are on the 

form, please use your surname as the 

reference. This is quicker and easier for us but 

we really don’t mind. 

Terms & Conditions 

The draw will take place on the first Monday of 

every month.  The first draw will be on Monday 1st 

April 2019.  An official number generator will be 

used to randomly select the winning numbers. At 

least two members of the PTA committee will be 

present for the draw to take place. Winners will be 

notified accordingly through the SCHOOL 

GATEWAY.  The prize funds will be paid via BACS 

no later than 5 working days after the draw has 

taken place.   A full list of winners will be published 

on the school website.   In the event that demand 

exceeds 100, a waiting list will operate until such a 

time that the scheme can be increased to a 200 

Club.  Prize funds will change accordingly to £60 1st 

prize or £40 second prize every month. 

  
1st Number 

Drawn 1st Prize Winner 
2nd Number 

Drawn 2nd Prize Winner 

Apr-19 81  Karen Cole  91  Andrea Bull 

May-19 95  No winner  80  No winner 

Jun-09 13  Angela Smith  100  No winner 

Jul-19 74  Angela Smith  86  Karen Cole 

Aug-19 78  No winner  3  Simon McFadden 

Sep-19 77  Claire Williams  45  Helen Blakey 

Oct-19 63  Dan Lewis  78  Karen Cole 

Nov-19 5  No winner  20  Sarah Harris 

Dec-19 23  Sarah Jenkins  28  Clare Jones 


