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Key Dates For Summer 
Term 2019: 

Spring Newsletter 
April 2019 Issue 5 

29/04/19 
HPV Vaccines 

08/05.19 

Substance Awareness Evening 5pm 

09/05/19 
Year 7 Consultation Evening  
(B Block) 3.30pm – 7pm  

06/06/19 
Year 10 Consultation Evening  
(B Block) 3.30pm-7.00pm 

17/06/19—19/06/19 
Lower School Drama Production  

20/06/19 
Year 6 Transition Evening  

03/07/19 
6th Form Prom 

04/07/19  
Year 11 Prom             

04/07/19—05/07/19 
D of E Bronze Qualifying Expedition 
Year 10 

15/07/19 
Festival Week 

19/07/19 
Last day of Summer term                                                                                                 

A message from Mr Lord…. 
 
Events such as our school Masses, some wonderful 
school trips, sporting successes, incredible musical 
and theatrical performances all showcase what is 
best about our school community. We endeavour to 
inspire everyone to grow and develop through the 
love and teaching of Christ and through nurturing 
their gifts and talents, into responsible citizens able 
to make a positive contribution to society. Hopefully, 
you can see evidence of this in some of the articles 
and photographs within our Spring Newsletter. 
 
As we approach the examination season, we wish 
good luck to all pupils, especially in years 11, 12 and 
13 who are sitting their public examinations. Staff are 
working incredibly hard with learners to ensure that 
they perform to the very best of their ability in the 
summer. The dedication of staff, both in the school 
day and through the provision of extra revision 
classes, whether after school, during lunchtimes or 
during the holidays is testament to their dedication 
and desire for every pupil to fulfil their potential. 
Thank you to all staff, pupils and the wider 
community for your commitment to each other and 
for helping our young people to flourish as they open 
their eyes, ears, hands, hearts and souls to the joy of 
the Gospel in their journey through school and 
beyond,  
 
I wish you a happy, blessed and Holy Easter.  

Stephen Lord, Headteacher 
 
 

         Follow us on Twitter @starchsch  
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Lent began on Wednesday 6th March with the distribution of ashes to all pupils on Ash Wednesday 
Lent is a time of preparation; a chance for us to stop and take stock of our lives and to reflect on our 
relationship with God. During this season of Lent we have tried to think, pray and fast as we prepare 
to celebrate the great feast of Easter.  

The blessed ashes on our foreheads are reminders of 
our sinfulness and littleness before God. These ashes 
were once the palms of last Palm Sunday, so they are 
ashes of hope. We take them to remind us that we are 
part of God’s creation. We are made by Him, as is the 
earth and its dust, for life.  

 

Mr. James organised a CAFOD hunger lunch on Friday 
which raised over £120. Students fasted by having 
simply bread and water and gave money to CAFOD that 
they otherwise would have spent on lunch 

 

Key stage 3 pupils also spent time in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament in prayer. As a school 
community, we prayed for the strength to live Christ centred lives and remembered the virtues of the 
pupil profile to be “Learned and Wise” 

 

Our fortnightly voluntary mass on a Thursday proves to be popular with pupils. Celebrated by our 
Chair of Governors, Fr. David Hayman. During Lent, the themes of the Mass have focused on healing 
of the Blind man and the story of Samaritan Woman at the Well's encounter with Jesus. Mr. Cook and 
the senior choir have also contributed by their wonderful singing. 

 

Pupils have had the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation from priests in the North 
Gwent Deanery.  Canon Griffiths, Fr. Liam Hennessey, Fr. David Hayman, Fr Nicholas James and Fr. 
Bernard Sixtus gave up their valuable time to spend time with our pupils during the 1st week of April. 
Lent and confession go hand in hand in two ways. The former is the season of conversion, and the 
latter is one of the greatest means of conversion. 

 

As we begin to enter into Holy Week, we will give all pupils during RE lessons the opportunity to pray 
the Stations of the Cross. The Stations of the Cross is a Lenten devotion that offers witness to Jesus’ 
Passion and Death. At each station we use our senses and our imagination to reflect prayerfully upon 
Jesus’ suffering, Death, and Resurrection, and to simply experience the visual images to reflect on 
Christ’s love for us. 

 

Have a Happy and Holy Easter 

Mr Allen 
Head of RE 
 

RE News 
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On the afternoon of Friday 22nd March, 7E and Key Stage 3 Focus Group students participated 
in St Albans’ contribution to the Torfaen Spring Clean Event as part of National Waste Week. 
We really value our contributions to our local community and as a Catholic school, recognise 
our responsibilities as global citizens and stewards of our planet. Therefore, we were really 
proud to participate in this activity and hope students can become pioneers for waste saving 
and recycling in the school and local community. Those who took part were amazingly behaved 
and managed to fill 27 bags of litter, equivalent to 1100 litres of waste (enough to fill a standard 
size Biffa skip)! Mr Lewis, our caretaker, commented that the site was spotless on the following 
Monday morning and this is certainly something we will look to continue with more classes 
across the school. 

Torfaen Spring Clean Event 
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Achievements... 

Congratulations to the Year 9 Mock Trial Winners
(Photo above)! For the 9th year in a row, St 
Alban’s has brought home the ‘Gill Capper 
Trophy’ for winning the local heat of the Young 
Citizens Magistrates Mock Trial, putting St Albans 
on the map for their outstanding law reputation 
once again! The local competition involves eight 
different teams from different schools across the 
area.   

Nina  Pryce, Year 11, recently competed in the 
BRC SEIB Novice Winter Dressage 
Championships. Nina was in a very strong class 
with the top 31 riders in the UK and although she 
didn’t get placed in the top six this time, she rode 
amazingly well with a personal best dressage 
score. Well done Nina! (Photo above) 

On April 3rd 2019, a group of Year 9 students 
(Photo above) were invited to attend Cardiff 
University. The students have been involved in 
MFL mentoring sessions for a period of 6 weeks. 
The purpose of the mentoring sessions was to 
enhance pupils’ understanding of MFL and to 
give them the opportunity to see what can be 
offered to them if they choose to carry out 
further study in the department. The pupils 
worked with an undergraduate university student 
called Harriet. Harriet worked with the Year 9 
students in their language sessions. At the end 
of the 6 weeks, the students were invited to visit 
Cardiff University for an awards ceremony and 
an opportunity to see what the language 
department at the university had to offer.  

The pupils were awarded certificates and they 
were then shown around the university by their 
mentor Harriet and another student. The pupils 
saw the languages department alongside the 
student union building and the lecturing theatres. 
The students took part in an Italian workshop 
with an Italian teacher at the university. The 
pupils learnt a variety of Italian vocabulary 
throughout this workshop. Overall, the students 
thoroughly enjoyed their experiences at the 
university and developing their understanding 
and awareness of languages at the mentoring 
sessions.  

Lucy Stokes, Year 9 



5 

Congratulations to our Scientists of the 
Future! Our team of Sixth Formers did 
amazingly well at the Big Bang Finals at 
Birmingham’s NEC (Pictured  left). After 2 
days they left extremely tired but happy 
with some super proud teachers! 

Fantastic news that not just one, but 
TWO of our amazing pupils were 
selected as Finalists in the 
prestigious British Education Awards 
2019! Anna Davey (below right) was 
chosen for her outstanding GCSE 
results and Laura McGriele for her A-
Level results. Laura (below left) went 
onto win  in her category for the 
Wales region. A huge well done to 
both girls!  

The awards are held every year to 
celebrate the hard work and 
dedication of pupils across the UK. 

In January I, alongside Lowri Howells and Susannah 
Cullen (pictured above) took part in a debate 
competition where we argued that social media is 
having a negative impact on the body image of young 
people.  

It was an incredible experience that allowed me to 
research and debate an issue I feel very strongly 
about and that is highly relevant in today’s society. 
Youth Speaks has encouraged me to improve upon 
my public speaking skills whilst gaining in confidence 
and motivation to make my voice heard. 

Listening to other informed and intelligent individuals, 
both my age and younger, arguing for something 
close to their hearts was also truly inspiring and I 
would encourage anyone and everyone to get 
involved in projects and opportunities such as Youth 
Speaks.  See Mrs Read if you are interested.  

                                          Bethan White (Head Girl) 
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Our Year 9 & 10 Brilliant Club Scholars, proudly showing off their certificates during our 

Programme Graduation Event. 

We have had a busy term with regards to MAT, providing a range of exciting experiences for our 
learners. 

Our first cohort of Brilliant Club Scholars have successfully graduated from the programme with some 
fantastic results. All students completed the course having written some excellent speeches, 
showcasing what they had learnt. We attended a graduation for the learners at Exeter University as 
well as having an evening event for them and their parents where some read their speeches and they 
really did us proud. Following this success, we are now under way with our second Scholars 
Programme, working with a group of students from Years 7 & 8 who are undertaking a Science themed 
project. 

We have also just finished our work shop sessions with Cardiff University which was for some of our 
MAT students across Key Stage 3 & 4. The sessions covering Science, Maths, Geography and ICT 
topics have been a real hit and we are excited to be announcing our competition winners from this 
programme shortly after Easter. This programme has been really engaging for our MAT learners and 
we are hoping to run a similar programme with the university next year. 

Following the success of our involvement with the Seren Project at KS5; a programme aimed at 
supporting MAT students through their university application process; we are thrilled to be involved in 
the Pre-16 pilot scheme through the Seren Network. A group of MAT learners from Year 8 recently 
visited Lewis School for the launch of the project and the feedback from them was overwhelmingly 
positive. They had a motivational talk from Tori James, the first Welsh woman to climb mount Everest, 
as well as loads of ideas on how to reach their true potential. We can’t wait for the next stage of this 
programme! Follow us on our website and on Twitter, @stalbansMAT for more updates. 

 

 

 

Following our extremely successful introduction of the 

Brilliant Club for Key Stage 3 & 4 MAT students, we are hoping to offer the same experience for 

students in future years. To continue offering this fantastic opportunity we need sponsorship for 

student places. If you are part of or know of any companies who would be willing to make a 

sponsorship contribution, please email: sarahdavies@stalbans.schoolsedu.org.uk 

MAT @ St. Alban’s 

 WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
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Year 11 GCSE Food and Nutrition  
Year 11 GCSE Food and Nutrition class had their Practical Assessment this term. The theme for 
their assessment was French Cuisine and pupils had to trial, taste and then plan a selection of 
French dishes. They used a range of skills and were very successful in creating a range of 
dishes of French Origin. Mrs Spokes cooked some snails for the pupils to try- not everybody 
enjoyed that experience! Some of the pupils made French Baguettes and worked hard on the 
process, which took a total of 16 hours from start to finish. The standard of dishes from all pupils 
was very high and quality assurance was carried out by Mr Henry who filled up on free French 
lunch! There was very little left to take home! Congratulations to all pupils- a great result . I’m 
sure you’ll agree that the dishes below  look delicious! 

  Au Revoir! 
  In keeping with the French 
theme, on Friday 5th April, we 
said “au revoir” to Pol-Ewen, a 
French student who spent the 
last five weeks with 7D.  

  It was a wonderful experience 
for both Pol-Ewen and our 
pupils. We thoroughly enjoyed 
getting to know him.  

  We wish him all the best as he 
goes back to his school in 
France.  
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Ski Trip  
2019 was the year I finally managed to nudge my way onto the skiing trip. After many years of nagging, 
Mr Jones and Mr Barber finally relented and in the early hours of January 12th I became an honorary 
member of the PE department and boarded a bus of excited year 8,9 and 12 students on our way to La 
Plagne in the French Alps. Despite a slight delay we knew we were off to a great start with some 
sneaky pics taken with the Cardiff Blues and Sam Warburton at the airport. The journey was great and 
eventually we arrived at our hotel. After we collected our boots, poles and skis for the week, our 
exhausted group of students headed to bed in anticipation for the week ahead.   

The next morning we were grouped according to 
experience and once the more ‘advanced’ skiers rapidly 
skied off we were left on the nursery slopes to learn the 
basics. That morning was one that will remain with me 
forever, it was mainly filled with many of us falling over 
and quickly we realised that skiing was more challenging 
than we anticipated. That said, we quickly started to pick 
up some technique and off we went to the slopes. Every 
day we improved and every day we were pushed by our 
fantastic instructor ‘Baloo’ a little further. Baloo did not 
take any prisoners however and within 3 days we had 
tackled a red slope in -17 degrees and this progression continued through the week. Finally we could 
ski!! As a teacher I felt an overwhelming sense of pride for our students. Their perseverance and 
resilience to improve was inspiring but the biggest thing of all was the kindness our students showed 
each other in the most difficult of conditions. Between all the fun, it often got very cold and I’ve certainly 
never felt exhaustion like it, however, the amount of encouraging support I observed (and received) 
was truly fantastic, no one ever got left behind and if someone fell there was always someone there to 
pick them up from our group. What I learnt that week was how selfless our youngsters can be and for 
me that level of maturity and kindness was something that I will never forget.  

There were many highlights of our week in La Plagne. Some very funny moments… Mr Barber hurtling 
through the air off the side of a mountain (not funny at the time, but funny now?.. .surely), my infamous 
taking out of my whole group after misjudging the steepness of a slope sending the whole group down 
the mountain like dominoes and who could forget the strong man competition between Mr Jones and 
Calon. And some real highlights….who knew there were bowling alleys at the top of snowy mountains, 
the magnificent scenery, having a cuddle with the huskies mid ski, witnessing the pure awesomeness 
of Miss Woods on her snowboard, watching Cool Runnings in our alpine hotel and of course rewarding 
the students with their badges to show how much they’d achieved over the week. Skiing has taught me 
many things, resilience, perseverance, determination but most of all what unbelievable students we 
have at St Alban’s. Thank you Mr Jones, Mr Barber and Miss Woods for letting me join the crew. I 
absolutely loved it!!!! When can we go again?? 

Mrs H Todd, Head of Drama 
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Year 10 and the Welsh Department attended the St David’s Festival in Disneyland Paris in 
March this year. Pupils were able to purchase goods from the Welsh stalls and characters 
dressed up in traditional Welsh costumes. Despite 10 hours of delays in total, pupils were 
fantastic and everyone had a magical time! 

This year the RE department decided to pilot a 
new appeal during Lent.  We asked for donations 
of Easter eggs.  The egg being a symbol of new 
life and renewal which highlights the same 
themes during the imminent Easter period of the 
liturgical calendar.  So far we have collected 
approximately 100+ eggs which will be donated to 
local parishes in our diocese and to those people 
who would like to receive them.   

 

The children have yet again been so very kind 
with their donations for this new appeal which we 
hope to continue next year due to the success of 
the current venture.  We, as a department, would 
like to express our thanks for these efforts and 
remind ourselves of the special culture of charity 
that exists here at St Alban’s.  We would further 
like to wish you all a prayerful Holy Week and a 
very happy Easter.  

Mr James (RE Department). 

Disneyland 

Easter Egg Appeal 
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We don’t normally have Staff sporting achievements to shout about  but we’d like to tell you 
all about the sheer hard work that Mrs Rees (Reprographics) has put into her ongoing 
swimming challenge. Mrs Rees and her sister Liz Vann are raising money for Diabetes UK by 
taking part in a 22 mile virtual channel swim (1416 lengths!).  

That wasn’t enough for Mrs Rees though and she has completed the extra challenge of 
swimming a total of 44 miles which is 2832 lengths!!!!  And she is still going strong until the 
22nd May which is the deadline. 

The sisters both swim at 
Pontypool Active Living Centre at 
least twice a week and have 
received much encouragement 
and support from the staff and 
public at the Active Living Centre, 
with a dedicated lane offered to 
them during their morning swim.  

The inspiration to raise funds for 
the Diabetes charity comes from 
their mum Jean Vann. Jean has 
been a Type 2 diabetic for 44 
years and has managed it well 
but the condition is also 
considered hereditary and both 
sisters are aware that they too 
may fall foul to this debilitating 
illness, that many people now 
take for granted. 

Liz said "Being diagnosed with diabetes is like being thrown in at the deep end. You have a 
life-long condition with no cure. And it is down to you to manage your diabetes every single 
minute of every single day. Just like swimming, if you don’t know how, it’s very difficult. And 
even if you do know how you can’t just stop if you get tired. 

If diabetes isn’t managed well it can cause blindness, amputations, stroke, heart attacks, 
kidney disease, memory loss and , for thousands of people each year, an early death." 

By taking part in Swim22 and fundraising, the sisters hope to get fitter and raise funds to help 
build a better future for everyone with diabetes. 

If you would like to sponsor Mrs Rees and her sister, you can visit the JustGiving page below, 
or to find out more about Diabetes UK, visit:  

https://www.diabetes.org.uk/ 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/debbie-rees6 
Mrs Rees would like to thank everyone for their support so far, it has been much appreciated! 

Swim 22 Challenge Swim 22 Challenge 
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Dragons in St Alban’s! 
Five of our pupils talents have been 
spotted by Dragons coaches this year 
resulting in their selection for the regional 
age grade teams. Evan Perry, Jack Legge, 
Leon Foster and Jack Maloney have all 
gone on to represent Dragons U16’s who 
secured wins over Scarlets East and 
Dragons Blacks! Ben Moa went on to 
represent Dragons U18’s where the squad 
went through the entire campaign 
undefeated, winning the championship in 
the process! In addition to their sporting 
success, GCSE PE students Evan, Ben, 
Leon and Jack Legge all attained high 
moderation results. Being a student athlete 
requires a huge amount of commitment 

 Sporting Achievements 

Year 9 Rugby Team 
 
Over two and a half years ago this group of players 
came to St. Albans with very little rugby experience 
and knowledge. This resulted in some 
disappointing losses and poor performances. 
However, during their time here they have become 
committed to improving themselves and have 
made huge strides forward in their development. 
Last year they made it to the final of the Pontypool 
Plate winning comfortably in the process. This year 
they have continued their success and have gone 
one step further in making it to the Pontypool Cup 
final (May 15th). They achieved this after converting 
a last gasp penalty against a strong Abersychan 
team. 
 
The most common phrase I have heard from the 
players this year is “Who have we got next, Sir?” 
Well done boys, continue to work hard and I am 
positive you will have successful rugby careers!  

Mr R Francis 
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The latest  St Alban’s Parent Forum took place at the school at 6:30pm on Tuesday 26th 
March, which proved to be another brilliant meeting. The Parent Forum is an extension of 
the Parent Council, who meet every half term, providing a unique opportunity for all parents/
carers to listen to items discussed at the Parent Council and then contribute any further 
opinions or ideas. If you think you would like to attend this event in the future and help us 
continue to raise standards across the school, please look out for emails from Mr Henry via 
school comms.  
There is always a friendly, welcoming atmosphere where all are welcome... and there are 
always light refreshments made available!  

Parent Council & Forum 

 

WSFA 5 a side tournaments – Both our Yr9 and Year 10 teams competed in the 
Welsh Schools  5 a side tournament at Whitchurch Comprehensive in Cardiff.  

Both year groups qualified from their groups but lost in the last 16. 

Gwent Cup Fixtures- Year 10 moved into the Gwent Schools Cup quarter final after beating Bassaleg 
5-3 

 
The Year 8 netball team won all of their group league 
games and went on to the semi-finals where they lost to 

Islywn who went on to win the year 8 league. The Year 9 and 10 teams 
both finished second in their league groups.  

Key stage 3 netball tournaments, despite the weather, all age groups 
took part and competed well. The Year 7 team came second in their 
group after losing just one game, the Year 8 team also game second in 
their group on goal difference and the Year 9 team won their group and 
went on to the semi-finals and ended up finishing 4th out of 
approximately 20 teams.  

County Netball Representatives: Lucy Batkin - U14 & Catrin Minto - U16 

Congratulations also to Ellie Jones and Ella Maggs pictured right, on 
their selection into the SE Wales Schools development squad. Well 
done girls! 

 

Congratulations to Rhian Patterson, who is a past student of St Alban’s RC 
high on publishing her Research in the Chemical Science Journal from the 
Royal Society of Chemistry.  Rhian studied Chemistry at GCE level at St 

Alban’s and went on to study a Degree and PhD in Chemistry at Cardiff University.  Rhian has spent 
time during her PhD studies working at the Diamond Laboratories (www.diamond.ac.uk).  An excellent 
achievement Rhian.  Well done. 

 

A link to the published paper can be found at:   

https://pubs.rsc.org/en/Content/ArticleLanding/2019/SC/C8SC05285A#!divAbstract 
 

Football 

Netball 

Congratulations 
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What an exciting time for the English Department! On March 7th, pupils and teachers celebrated 
World Book Day 2019 in style, dressing up as characters from their favourite novels. Some of the 
fashion highlights included The Mad Hatter, War Horse and Mary Poppins- oh, and we shouldn’t 
forget to mention Mr Lewis who donned a Snow 
White costume with real gusto (see pics below)!  

Year 7 and 8 pupils took part in a range of activities 
throughout the day such as a treasure hunt and 
paying a visit to the BiblioBistro. If that wasn’t enough, 
Mark Dorey, author of The Extraordinary Happenings 
of Peter Oddfellow: The Old Umbrella, delivered an 
exclusive talk to our pupils explaining how he penned 
his recent novel. There was even an opportunity to 
buy a signed copy of his wonderful fantasy novel. 
Mark definitely ignited a spark for writing within lots of 
our students and we are looking forward to reading 
some of the entries for his writing competition.  

The English Department are also delighted to welcome back Ash Dickinson, a professional poet, to 
treat some pupils to performances and workshops on 11th April. 

World Book Day 
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The coffee morning hosted by the School 
Counselling Service and our Wellbeing team to 
give parents more information on Self-Harm was 
very well attended. We intend to hold more coffee 
mornings to raise awareness and offer support  
around other areas such as anxiety, self-esteem 
drug and alcohol. We will send out more 
information via School Comms once dates have 
been confirmed. 

 

On March 8th, Year 7 and 8 came together in true Welsh style to hold our annual Eisteddfod; plenty of 
singing, celebrating and fun was had by all. Pupils were told the enthralling story of Hedd Wyn and 
were treated to an exquisite rendition of Ar Lan y Mor by Katie Walker and Elliot Roden. In preparation 
for the event, pupils in KS3 wrote a range of poetry for the Poetry competition which were judged by 
local author Mark Dorey. Our successful bards were chaired to the sound of a celebratory fanfare and 
each received £10 to spend in W H Smith! Our worthy winners were: Hannah Davies and Ioan Adams 
(Year 7), Hari Owen and Kelsey Smith (Year 8) and Francheska Catalino and Sam Munoz (Year 9). 
Da iawn pawb! 

Eisteddfod 

Some fantastic news from Pontypool Community 
Council. Once again our Focus Group have 
achieved 1st place in the Art competition! 

The theme  this year was ‘Hustle and Bustle’. 
For this we explored different artistic styles and 
focused on creating pieces that reflected the 
different ways of using a paint brush. We 
decided to recreate an image of Pontypool 
Market, the heart of our town. A huge well done 
to the Year 9 Focus Group for this brilliant 
achievement. 

Also, a very well done to Maddison Jenkins who 
came 1st in the Year 7 Art Competition which 
was the same theme as the above. She drew a 
beautiful painting of a busy town that was highly 
praised, placing her in the winning spot. 

The Sanctuary 

1st-7th April was  Autism  Awareness 
Week and we are started a peace and sensory  
garden. The garden is in a peaceful corner of 
the school at the side of the Afon Llwyd.  We 
have already done some clearing up, dug the 
raised bed over, raked the soil and lifted some 
of the heavy wood. We tidied up the composters 
and after all that we made a list of things we 
need to get.  We are going to plant some 
vegetables, herbs, some fruit and some flowers. 
When the weather stops us gardening we will be 
making sun catchers and windmills from plastic 
bottles. 

We hope that our garden will be a place of 
beauty where we can sit and let our senses be 
entertained by nature’s glory and give ourselves 
time for quiet contemplation. 
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Miss F Margerison 
It was with great sadness that we started the 
new year with the news that Miss Margerison 
sadly passed away during the Christmas 
holidays.  As well as being a wonderful 
teacher and Head of 6th Form at St. Alban’s, 
Miss Margerison was also something of a 
legend in the world of Women’s Rugby. The 
WRU wrote this lovely tribute  that details her 
successes, she will be dearly missed; 

https://www.wru.wales/2019/01/10/obituary-
welsh-womens-rugby-mourns-loss-of-frances
-margerison/ 

 

Mr  P Davis Luke Batters 
Former teacher of German Phil Davis sadly 
passed away in February following a short 
battle against cancer.  Mr Davis was a larger 
than life character who was an asset to the 
school and its pupils.  He will be sadly 
missed by everyone. 

Luke a former pupil, died tragically following 
a motorbike collision in December.  Luke 
was "a tall, gentle, young man, known for 
his sunny nature and willingness to help 
others".  He will be sadly missed by 
everyone. 
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 Sweeney Todd 
“Sweeney Todd” was my first ever show in St.Alban’s RC 
High School and it was an extraordinary experience that I 
will never forget. It all started for me when I auditioned for a 
role in Sweeney Todd and was cast for the role of Adolfo 
Pirelli. With this being my first ever show I was incredibly 
honoured that I could be trusted with a role and I told myself 
that I would not disappoint the cast and teaching staff. 
Rehearsals got under way and I found myself anticipating 
every single rehearsal with excitement. I was shocked at 
how professional the rehearsal process was. Mr.Cook 
taught every single cast member everything from musical 
cues to how to correctly sing the challenging Sondheim 
musical numbers. Furthermore, learning my role for Pirelli 
was a real challenge and was all thanks to Mrs.Todd my 
drama teacher who was always helpful and guided me 
through the rehearsals. 

 

I also found myself surrounded by an absolutely brilliant 
cast of pupils from years 10 to 13. I made lots of amazing 
friends with wonderful people. They were so welcoming. 
Through being part of Sweeney Todd I have made new 
friends with people I never thought I would talk to, from all 
year groups. Thanks to Sweeney however, now I can call 
them my friends and I am incredibly glad that being a part 
of Sweeney Todd gave me this chance to become more 
involved with the Drama and Music departments.  

No matter how stressful the days sometimes became with 
the fear of not being prepared to go on stage, all of the 
members of the Sweeney Todd team from the performers 
to the stage crew to the musicians, we always strived to 
practice more and work tirelessly staying after school to run 
rehearsals and lighting and sound cues with many late 
nights. I know that I never could have done as well with my 
character of Pirelli without the help and support of every 
cast member and I am extremely grateful to all of them who 

helped me and set a great example for me to be the best I can be.  

With all of these factors combined, my experience in Sweeney Todd was an experience that 
will stick with me throughout my life and hopefully, if I end up on the professional stage, I will 
remember my first ever show in St. Alban’s and the standards it reached. It was amazing to 
be part of such an entertaining and powerful performance.  

Jakub Kowalski, Year 10 
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 Friends of PTA 

 

A CHANCE TO WIN £20 OR £30 
EVERY MONTH 

For just £1/month you could be a member of the fundraising 100 

Club and have a chance to win £30 first prize or £20 second prize. 

Members are allocated a unique number which is entered in the 

draw each month. You can pay by a monthly standing order of £1 

per month or an annual standing order of £12 per year. You are 

welcome to buy as many unique numbers as you like – the more 

you have the more likely you are to win. 

The Friends of St Alban’s PTA raises money for school and in the 

past funds have been used to purchase equipment for food 

technology, art, music and science, sports items and prizes, and 

playground equipment to name but a few.  

   How do I join? 

Please complete a 100 Club Application Form 

and hand it in to the school office or email it to 

stalbanspta00@gmail.com Please also 

complete the Standing Order mandate and 

submit with the Application Form; we will pass 

the Standing Order mandate to your bank. If 

you have online banking you can set it up 

online instead – our bank details are on the 

form, please use your surname as the 

reference. This is quicker and easier for us but 

we really don’t mind. 

Terms & Conditions 

The draw will take place on the first Monday of 

every month.  The first draw will be on Monday 1st 

April 2019.  An official number generator will be 

used to randomly select the winning numbers. At 

least two members of the PTA committee will be 

present for the draw to take place. Winners will be 

notified accordingly through the SCHOOL 

GATEWAY.  The prize funds will be paid via BACS 

no later than 5 working days after the draw has 

taken place.   A full list of winners will be published 

on the school website.   In the event that demand 

exceeds 100, a waiting list will operate until such a 

time that the scheme can be increased to a 200 

Club.  Prize funds will change accordingly to £60 1st 

prize or £40 second prize every month. 

  

1st 
Number 
Drawn 

1st Prize 
Winner 

2nd 
Number 
Drawn 

2nd Prize 
Winner 

Apr-19 81 Karen Cole 91 Andrea Bull 
May-19            

Jun-09            

Jul-19            

Aug-19            

Sep-19            

Oct-19            

Nov-19            

Dec-19            

Jan-20            

Feb-20            

Mar-20            
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